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In the late 1800’s, there was a custom in the with their throats of song and chirping. 
Center Baptist Church, its interior pictured The joy of entering church to the sound of 
above, that would appear peculiar today. “Birds in Heaven”, as it were, has been recalled. 

Suspended from the sides of both balconies of The nostalgia of these things bring to mind a 
the sanctuary were bird cages in which song tranquility that subdues the haste of present 
birds were placed. They joined in the service day living with its rush to go nowhere. 


Note the High Pulpit and the kerosene lamp chandelier. 


“IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, 
AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND 
THE WORD WAS GOD. The Same was 
in the beginning WITH GOD." 


The Gospel according to St. John. 


These descendants of Baptists who had 
come from Swansea, Wales, England, came 
to Swansea, Massachusetts. Then some 
branched out to Bellingham to become a 
highly influential force in the founding of our 
State and Country. 

The following excerpt is from the 1919 
History of Bellingham. 

Indications are that the 15 men who met 
in Mendon did so on Bates Street where 
Cook's resided in an area that extended into 
South Bellingham on South Main Street. 


CuapTer VIII 
THE BAPTIST CHURCH 1736-1819 


Some of the citizens of Rehoboth refused to support 
their town church as early as 1649, and in 1663 John 
Myles, a travelling preacher, commissioned by Cromwell 
and named for punishment at the Restoration of the King, 
came from Wales and started there the fourth Baptist 
Church in America. They were fined five pounds each 
and warned away; these men formed the new town of 
Swansea and the nearest Baptist Church to our town, 
where eight Bellingham men were baptized by 1736. 

In 1737, they with seven others, not all of Belling- 
ham, subscribed a church covenant at Mendon, and the 
next February, “at the house of one of them in Belling- 
ham,” they chose Nicholas Cook a deacon and “a man 
to keep the church book and enter church notes.” These 
fifteen men were: 
Nicholas Cook 
Benjamin Force 
Ebenezer Hayward 


Eleazer Hayward 
Samuel Hayward 


Eliphalet Holbrook 
Joseph Partridge 
Edward Pickering 
Eleazer Taft 

John Thompson 


Jonathan Thompson 
Peter Thompson 
Samuel Thompson 
Elnathan Wight 
Joseph Wight 


After that they met in various homes in 
the North Main and High Street area. 
This area was later called ''CRIMPVILLE'"' 
as you can see from amapon page 11 
This strange sounding name came about 
from the major industry of nearly every 
home therein; Shoe and boot making. 
Leather was shrunk or stretched to fit 
the ankle or calf; called ''CRIMPING". 
Thus it was only natural that the famous 
name of ''CRIMPVILLE" came into its 
now World Wide known existence! 


Until 1750 they had no official Pastor 
so they relied on itinerant preachers to 
serve them when available. Some of the 
time they would attend services in Swansea 
to keep their spirits alive. 


THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 1736-1819 101 

in 1742: “The Anabaptist Church pro- 
ceeded in order to chooes a man amongst us to call a 
church meeting and to order and to Rule as a head among 
us.” Some one like a ruling elder would be needed where 
there was no settled pastor. They also chose “two 


‘Princibel men”’ to certify to the assessors the list of their 


members who would be exempt from taxes for the town 
church. In the same year the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of. Boston was present here and baptized five 
persons, and seven more the next year. 

In 1744 one of their members, Elnathan Wight, 
gave the land for a church by the following deed: 

“TY Elnathan Wight of Bellingham in his Majesty’s 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England Yeoman 
for Divers good Causes & Valuable Considerations, and 
for five Shillings paid by Jonathan Thompson, Eliphalet 
Holbrook and Joseph Wight all of Belliigham Yeomen, 


‘have granted unto them as Feoffees in Trust, land . . . 


near the road to the Second Bridge River, to the Public use, 
benefit and behoof of that Church or Society of Baptized 
Believers whereunto the said Elnathan Wight and the 
others do now stand related as members, for and so long 
a time as the said church shall hold to and walk in the 
faith which they now possess . . . but in case they Apos- 


‘tatize and decline from the said Faith and Practice or in 


case of Annihilation, then the said land hereby Granted to 
Revert and Remain to the only proper use, benefit and 
behoof of the next & right heir of the said Elnathan Wight 
. . . Feb 22 1744.” 

The church was built thirty by thirty-five feet, with 
nineteen foot posts, and the raising took place March 20, 
1744. Pews were built, but the building was never fully 
completed as planned. It was used for fifty years by 
the church, and often by the town for its meetings, during 


the last years of its existence. The site of this meeting 
house, at Crimpville, the second one built in this town, was 
marked with a boulder with an inscription in November, 
1912, on the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the signing of the covenant by the fifteen first members. 

The little company still had years to wait for a 
settled minister, even after their house was built. One of 
their own number, Elnathan Wight, who had given the 
land for it, finally became their first pastor. At twenty- 
three years of age he had joined the new Baptist Church 
with his father. In 1745 he began to keep a diary, which 
he continued nearly ten years. This record shows that 
he had had thoughts of becoming a preacher long before. 
It was so common for uneducated men to preach in the 
small and poor Baptist churches of that time, that only 
two of their ministers were college graduates in 1755. 
Even with so many examples to the contrary, Mr. Wight 
considered a thorough education necessary, and with 
modest self-distrust and some discouragements, he studied 
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more than three years with the minister of Southboro, 
Massachusetts. In 1749 when he wished to be licensed to 
preach, he was refused by the Congregational ministers 
who knew him, as he was a Baptist. They advised him 
to go to New Jersey to find ministers of his sect there, and 
he began that journey, but for some reason gave it up, 
and soon received his license from Congregational min- 
isters after all. They gave it finally because he did not 
consider that his views of baptism required him not to 
commune with them. In this view he differed from almost 
all the Baptists of his time. He was a liberal man, and 
the idea of close communion was distasteful to him. 

Even after receiving his license, for a time he feared 
to begin to preach, but the ordeal was passed on March 4, 
1750, “with his composure and satisfaction.” 


“The Baptist Church Leagully Assembled together at 
the House of Peter Thomson in Bellingham and Put to 
Votes whether the Church will chooes two men to go and 
Discours with Mr Elnathan Wight for one month’s preach- 
ing upon Liking or Approbation. Voted that Eliphalet 
Holbrook and Eliezer Hayward bee the two men and the 
said ILolbrook and Hayward went to Mr Wight and Dis- 
courst with Mr Wight and Mr Wight Consented thereto.” 

The desired approbation was obtained, the church 
called him to be its pastor, and he accepted the call in 
August. 

They adopted a very lengthy covenant in October, in 
part as follows. Some of the names signed were written 
long after 1750; twelve men and one woman signed then. 

“The Articles of Faith and Church Discipline, which 
we ... do profess, . . . are contained in a Printed 
Declaration put forth by the Baptist Churches in Eng- 
land . . . and we do agree to be Governed by the Sacred 
Scriptures Principally, & by said Confession Subordin- 
acl & ee 

Moreover we have concluded . . . 
lowing Church Covenant: 


THE CHURCH COVENANT, as foloweth, 
We whose names are hereafter written, Vizt some that it 
hath pleased GOD through the riches of his grace to call 
out of Darkness into his Marvellous Light, & to Reveal 
his Son in us, and having shewn unto us our Duty & 
privilege as believers, not only to Seperate from = the 
World but also to Congregate & Embody ourselves into 
a Church State, . . . & being brought in some blessed 
measure into Oneness of Spirit, being baptized by One 
Spirit into One Body, and being agreed in the Great and 
Sublime Truths of the Gospel, We do therefore in the 


to record the fol- 


Name and fear of the Lord, Give up Ourselves unto the 
LORD, and to One Another by the Will of GOD, to Walk 
together as a Church of Christ in the fellowship of the 
Gospel, . . . & as the Lord shall please to help us We will 
frequently Assemble Ourselves together as a Church of 
Christ, to attend upon Our Lord in the Service of his 
house, especially every LORD’S Day, . . . And as We 
shall be under the conduct of JEHOVAH, We will keep the 
doors of GOD’S house or church open always to Believers 
in Christ, . . . And as Our God will help us, We will keep 
them always shut against visible Unbelievers and profli- 


gate persons, . . . And now as a testimony of our belief 
and of Our holy resolution in the strength of Grace, to 
stand and Walk together in the fellowship of the Gospel, 
. . . We call not only Heaven and Earth to Witness, but 
We also subscribe the same with Our hands . 


Names of the Sisters 
Martha Wheclock 
Abigail Blood 
Joanna Alden 
Martha Wight 
Catherine Clark 
Lucy Alden 
Hannah Haven 
Betty Bixby 
Abigail Partridge 
Abigail Holbrook 
Jemima Thomson 
Hanna Wheelock 
Ruth Alden 


Names of the Brethren 
ElJnathan Wight 
Eliphelet Holbrook 
Joseph Wight 
Eleazar Taft 
Jonathan Thomson 
Peter Thomson* 
Elezer Hayward 
Samucl Hayward* 
Ebenezer Hayward 
Samuel Darling: juner 
John Thomson* 
Aaron Thayer 

Silas Wheelock 
Jonathan Wheelock 
Josiah Partridge 
Tsaiah Blood 


Aaron Perry 

Nathan Man 

Noah Alden Elder 
Elhanan Winchester junr 


There were so few Baptist Churches in Massachu- 
setts that Mr. Wight tried to get a council of Congrega- 
tional churches to ordain him. Three different dates were 
set, and one of them was adjourned twice, but in vain. 
He would be glad to practice fellowship with them, but 


they were unwilling. Adin Ballou says of his letter to - 
the Milford church: “This invitation from an intelligent 
and exemplary Christian man, liberal for his times, was a 
puzzle to the church, but the ruling elders declined it.” 
Finally he applied to his own denomination, and the Bap- 
tist Church of Brimfield and the Second of Boston sent 
delegates to a council at Bellingham in 1755. A memento 
of this memorable occasion is a printed sermon, entitled, 
**Ministers ambassadors for Christ. A Sermon preached 
at Bellingham Jan 15 1755 by Elnathan Wight, then 
ordained pastor of a church of Christ there. To which is 
added a summary confession of faith, agreed to by the 
church under his watch and care. Boston New England 
1755.”’ The introduction is: ‘In speaking to this doc- 
trine I shall observe the following method, I. I shall 
endeavour to shew that the true ministers of the gospel 
are ambassadors for Christ. II To shew some of the 
necessary qualifications of these ambassadors. III That 
they are sent forth by Christ to perswade sinners to be 
reconciled to God. IV To shew what means they should 
use to obtain the end for which they are sent, which is to 
gain souls to Christ, or to perswade sinners to be recon- 
ciled to God. V and lastly endeavour some suitable 
improvement (application) upon the whole.” 

The chureh grew slowly but steadily. More than 
three of its attendants were arrested for not supporting 
their parish churches. In 1753 Eleazer Adams of Med- 
way, sixty-six years old, who had come regularly to the 
Bellingham church for years, was imprisoned in Boston. 
John Jones and Jesse Holbrook of Bellingham, who had. 
been assigned to the west precinct of Wrentham {Franklin 
now), but had not attended there for two years, were 
summoned by the Wrentham collector. On April 23 he 
started to take them to the “common goald,” and they | 


were on the road “near 24 hours.” Sometimes he rode 
ahead of them, sometimes behind. When they had not 
seen him for an hour, they supposed themselves free, and 


returned home. But he appeared again with the same 
demand for the tax, they absolutely refused to pay it, 
and that is the end of the story as told in a letter signed 
by two of the Bellingham Baptists of May 4, 1753. 

Many protests at such treatment were made in many 
towns, and at a general meeting of Baptists in Bellingham 
an agent was chosen to go to England to appeal to the 
King, and one hundred pounds subscribed for the purpose. 
The Revolution was approaching, and he never went, but 
the proposed memorial was presented to the General 
Court here instead. It was endorsed, “Read and as it 
contains indecent reflections on the Laws and Legislature, 
it is dismissed.”” Their agent appealed again, disclaiming 
any intent of improper criticism, and the case was again 
dismissed. 

In 1757 vessels for the Lord’s Supper were bought for 
the Bellingham church with a small legacy from Peter 
Thompson. 

A history of the early Baptist churches calls Mr. 
Wight “‘a pious and useful man.”’ His salary was forty 
or fifty pounds a year, but he was comfortably off 
without it. He filled his office faithfully till his early 
death in 1761. His people afterwards practised close 
communion like regular Baptists. Mr. Wight married in 
1754 the widow Abigail Blood, and had one daughter and 
two sons, Nathan and Eliab. His widow married Nathan 
Mann of Franklin, who brought them up. Nathan went 
to New York State, but Eliab remained on the homestead, 
and became a deacon in his father’s church. 

Several persons in town have some of Mr. Wight’s 
original sermons. They are neatly written and very 


logical and systematic in form." The church 
has three copies and many more are in poss 
ession of Historical Societies. 

His tombstone in North Bellingham cemet- 
ery reads: ‘'Here lies interr'd ye Body of ye 
Rev. Mr. Elnathan Wight. Deceased Nov. 6th 
1761 in ye 46th year of his age and 12th of 
his ministry." | 

The gravestone of our first Baptist minister and 
his wife is in the North Bellingham cemetery, and has 
this inscription: 


While you are standing here to read 
Prepare for Death with care & speed 

For sure it is that vou must die 

And hasten to Eternity. 

Prepare for Death he often said 

Who in this silent Grave is laid. 

Ebnathan Wight 
1715 — 1761 


L 


For five years after Mr. Wight’s death the church 
had no pastor. 

“Oct 28 1762 the Baptist Church in Bellingham 
Regularly met together and voted to send Ebenezer 
Holbrook up to the Jersey to see if said Holbrook can git 
a minister to be with us to Preach the Gospel with us in 
Bellingham Mr. James Mellen was called, but he 
declined, and the second pastor was Noah Alden, the 
great grandson of John Alden, the Pilgrim of Plymouth. 
The Pilgrim’s grandson, John of Middleboro, had thirteen 
children, of whom Noah was the youngest. John’s will 
in 1730 disposed of a large estate of twenty-eight hundred 
and ninety-three pounds, and it says: ‘‘And ray will is 
that my son Noah be brought up in learning at the col- 
ledge.”’ The little boy was then five years old, and his 
mother died only two years later. His father’s liberal 
plan was not realized, for with both parents gone the 
property disappeared too, and he could not go to college. 


The hard times after the Revolution caused great dis- 


tress, and something new appeared in country towns like 
this, namely beggars. The story is told that Mr. Alden 
met a “shack” one day, and gave him only a penny. 
When he threw it on the ground in anger, the minister 
showed him a silver dollar which he had been ready to 
give, but he did not then add it to the penny. 


1725 — 1797 


Rev. Noah Alden was born in Middleboro on 
May 30, 1725 and died in Bellingham on May 
5, 1197, age 72 years. He farmed down on 
North Main street at the old corner of Taunt- 
on and North Main streets. Here is a view 
of the original home as it appeared in the 
‘Comments! of Jan. 1974. (see next page) 
Rev. Alden came to serve the Baptist Church 
in Bellingham in 1766 and although many were 
opposed to Baptist principles, Alden's spirit 
and demeanor gradually disarmed his enemies 
and he came to be a useful and honored serv- 
ant of the Town as well as a devoted Pastor 
of the church. It gathered members from 
the surrounding area from Grafton to Attleb- 

oro , among them many famous names in rel- 
igious history. John and Aaron Leland, Elh- 
anan Winchester; all cameuncer the Alden inf- 
luence as he went about preaching with Rev. 
Isaac Backus of Middleboro. During the 
time that Alden was here he was among the 
first to promote a Baptist Association to be 
formed in Warren, Rhode Island. Also he 
was involved in the founding of the Rhode Isl- 
and College, Now Brown University. 
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Rev. Alden was chosen to represent the town 


at the Convention held in Cambridge Sept. 9 
1779 to frame the constitution for the Comm- 
onwealth of Massachusetts. He was ona 
Committee along with John Adams, later 
President of these United States, to reduce 
the power of civil authorities regarding rel- 
igious control. He also was involved later 
in working on the Constitution of these United 
States as a representative of the Town. 


Baptist Church in America, Providence. 
The noted historian, Backus from Middl- 
eboro, often exchanged pulpits with him, 
Together they travelled extensively over 
these parts. Sometimes their horses were 
frightened by rattle snakes so that Backus 
or Alden had to dismount and kill them. 
YES, there were rattle snakes in Massa- 
chusetts in our area! 

In 1792 a Baptist Society was formed here 


Early he was a rather thin and short man but «in Bellingham to assume the financial bur- 


later on he ''put on weight" that made him short:;den of supporting preaching, etc.. 


They 


of breath but, it added much to his congeniality ‘had planned to incorporate then but this 


with a mild dignity and a delight to children 
who strove for his caresses. So he wasa 


man that folks were proud to know and be ass- 


ociated with. Thus Bellingham had a man 
who endeared himself to all and was the fin- 
est example of a Pastor, husband, father and 
friend. 


THE REV. NOAH HOME ON NORTH MAIN STREET AS IT 
THE HOUSE IS STILL THERE IN 


LOOKED IN 1900. 


was delayed until 1811. One of the purposes 
to found the organization was to provide a 
'loophole' for members to evade paying 
taxes for the support of the Congregational 
church. Thus many joined here in Belli- 
ngham from surrounding areas! 


Rev. John Leland 


On Oct. 2, 1774 he was received 
into the church on High Street after 
he had been baptized earlier. 

He was deeply interested in becom- 
ing a minister so it appears that he 
studied under Rev. Alden in order to 
serve the Baptist cause in that man- 
ner. Another record confirms his 
baptism as being on June 1, 1774. 

He toured Virginia and other Sou- 
thern States , preaching and making 
many friends in Government. After 
more touring all over New England 
he settled for a while in Cheshire, 
Massachusetts where, in 1801 the 
famous ''Mammoth Cheese'"' was 
made (in Cheshire) for delivery to 
President Thomas Jefferson. 

Rev. Leland delivered a remonstra- 


MODIFIED FORM HAVING BEEN MOVED BACK AND THE nce to the House of Representatives 


NORTH PART OF THE BUILDING NOW FORMING AN ELL. 
PICTURE 


IT IS NOW OWNED BY THE GORDON FAMILY. 
COURTESY OF THE MOORE FAMILY. 


of Massachusetts in 1811 on the 
subject of ''Religious Freedom" 
that was quite lenthy for he knew his 


He had two sons, Elisha and Noah, Jr. who subject very well and was a skilled orator. 


served briefly in the Continental Army. 


Another Leland, Aaron, no relation, from 


They had seven daughters besides the sons ‘Holliston became a member of the church on 


so it was a large family to support on their |May 28, 1781. 
married a daughter of Rev. Alden, Joanna. 


small farm on Taunton Street. 


He became attracted to and 


Alden was favored to know many well edu- iThey went to Chester, Vermont where he pasto- 


cated men of the time; among them was 


ired their church. This church became so large 


Rev. James Manning, Pastor of the First élater on that four others were established in 


Andover, Grafton, Wethersfield and 
Cavendish, Vermont. 


This is ample evidence that Bellingham 
influence was widespread and "powerful" in 
religious matters as well as government. 
We should be proud. 

Out of the Cavendish church there came a 
young man, Rev. Jonathan Going, who came 
to Worcester in the Baptist Church there 
and with our Pastor, Rev. Abial Fisher,Jr 
founded the 'Worcester Baptist Association"! 
in 1819. Going was the founder of the 
Newton Theological Institute in 1825. 


After Alden died in 1797 there were many 
others who served as Pastors of the Bell- 
ingham flock. 


For about a year, Rev. Stephen S. Nelson 
served as Pastor. He left for Attleboro whe- 
re a new church had just been built. At the 
dedication of the building he was up in the 
bell tower with his hand on a railing that 
surrounded the bell and its support. On the 
first stroke to ring the bell it severed thr- 
ee of his fingers as a result. Strange how 
fate can be so cruel to a good man: 


The High Street church was abandoned and 
sold when the new Town Hall was built for 
church and Town affairs. Thus the noted 
"Crimpville'' era came to a close and new 
things transpired in the present Town Hall 
that became the 'center' of rural living. 

The upper Town Hall was built with pews 
and for a number of years, the Baptists 
conducted their worship services therein. 
When the pews were removed in 1910a 
panel of 'Pew #1' was salvaged by Mr. 
Walter Thayer for preservation by the 
Historical Commission. 


Next an energetic young man came to Bel- 
lingham from Vermont by the name of Rev. 
Abial Fisher, Jr. Thus began a stormy era 
for the church because he was very strict 
in his ideas of leadership. Unfortunately 
he was led to believe that the Baptists had 
built the Town Hall in 1802. 

The Town appropriated $1000 and ten men 
pledged $300 each, making a total of $4000. 7 


Nar of these men were members of the 
church. Years later several joined the Bap- 
tist Society. So in the 1820's a ruckus 
arose when the combined Congregational ard 
Universalist Societies became active again 
and demanded the use of the Town Hall for 
their services. The Baptists broke into the 
building on a Sunday that had been reserved 
for the others and hastily assembled them- 
selves to conduct their program. They were 
taken to court and fined for trespass. They 
lost their right to use the Hall; creating 

bad feelings towards them that necessitated 
that they use some other hall for their wor- 
ship services. Rev. Fisher went about soli- 
citing funds to build a church where it now 
stands. A contract was made with Malachi/ 
Appleton Bullard for $2600 to construct 
the building to be completed by November 

of 1826. The total cost came to $2910, 
exclusive of the cellar. A strange thing 
occurred whereby the ownership was to be 
in the hands of a 5-man Board of Trustees. 
This prevented the church or anyone from 
using the edifice for any other religious 
Organization; meaning that it must be used 
by Baptists of the Calvinistic persuasion! 
This is still a source of irritation for others 
after some 160 years have passed.There have 
been attempts to change control and void 
this stipulation: 

Another problem that'annoyed' Fisher was 
the use of an organ in the Town Hall. He 
considered that 'too Worldly''. This obje- 
ction had been raised by one of the Deacons 
He was finally excluded from the church as 
the congregation supported the use of the 
organ, 

A problem arose when a Deacon refused 
to support a ''singing school" for the choir! 
Fisher indiscreetly remarked in a meeting 
to discuss this matter: ''That it was as bad 
for a member to refuse to pay his propor- 
tion toward the expenses of public worship 
as to drink too much RUM ""' 

This offended many members as 'rum' was 
in use by most of the English people. 


Rev. Fisher suffered a stroke in 1827 
probably due to his work on getting the new 
building erected and, no doubt, by this time 


he had realized that he had been lied to on ELHANAN WINCHESTER, Ir. 
the Town Hall situation. Here he was only 1751--1797 


40 years old at that! He left Bellinghamin This interesting young man was born in 
1828 but around 1846 he became Pastor of Brookline, Mass., September 30, 1751. 
the South Milford Baptist church (in'Ve olde 
Green Store'') serving former members of 
the Bellimgham church who had differing 
ideas on religion. Also the church was 
nearer for them to attend to. 
In 1822 he had printed a history of the 
church and town ; a copy of which we have. 
He died March 26, 1862, aged 75 and lies 


He was gifted with a remarkable eloquence 
and his preaching drew large crowds where- 
ever he went. He had been converted at 
eighteen years of age, began to preach and 
was ordained before he was twenty! He had 
been a congregationalist and later was bap- 
tized into a Baptist church in Canterbury, 
Connecticut. He was befriended by Backus 


buried in West Boylston, Mass. of Middleboro. Oddly enough, he showed up 
in Bellingham and was baptized, again, by 
Continued on page 11--- Alden on July 2, 1773! 


Then, in 1781, New England Baptists lea- 
rned that Winchester had become a convert 
to Universalism after hearing John Murray: 
He travelled widely in America and even in 
NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA---- England , preaching his doctrine of Univer- 

. salism to which he remained steadfast until 
Imagine our delight and--surprise to hear his death. This occurred on April 18,1797. 


We just had to insert this recent news along 
with the Winchester story to whet your app- 
etite and to relax you from the church story. 


from this beautiful Country that a direct This is rather strange because two weeks 
descendant of our former Governor Belling-and three days later, Rev. Noah Alden also 
ham is now in correspondence with us: departed this life! Such was the Bellingham 


The lady is Evelyn Harvey from Katoomba, influence again demonstrated by its diversity. 
Australia. Her maternal grandmother was 
a ''Bellingham'' descendant in England. 

She has sent us many pictures of a most 
beautiful area that they live in. Gorgeous 
is the only word that can describe it. 
"Katoomba" is the Aboriginal name for 
"Waters tumbling over rocks." It is loca- 
ted a little West of Sydney on the East 
coast of that great Island. 


Here we are in our 15th year with never 
ending surprises that show up from all over 
this globe to make friends with a common 
interest and heritage for us to savor and 
enjoy by spreading the ''good word" about 
our treasures of the past and present. 

The Historical Commission is most grate- 
Here is a picture of the Harvey family: ful for your contribution to our history. 


pLi ey “4 


Later on we will have Evelyn as 
pe Guest Editor in some future is- 
M sue of the 'Comments'. 

fa Her pictures will be on display 
in the Annex building also. 

We have sent some pictures of 
Bellingham to them 

No! She is not related to our 
Town Clerk, Kathleen Harvey. 
It was quite a surprise that their 
names are similar. 
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Evelyn, John Woo, (son-in-law) daughters 


Ann and Roslyn and husband, Ken. 8 


THE {CONSTITUTION OF THESE..UNITED. STATES. 

Our 200th Anniversary September 17, 1787--1987. 

Lest we forget what it has done for us and do our part to prevent 
traitors intent in taking our LIBERTIES from us through devious 
means by entanglements with foreign governments who want to 
control our everyday lives and make us slaves to their whims. 


We still have the rixht to vote and control our own destiny. 


Oe ee 


Article II 
Executive Branch 
The President 


Article I 


Legislative Branch 
Congress 


PEEPS 


Powers 


® Sees that the laws are 
carried out 
@ Heads the armed forces 
@ Makes appointments 
@ Makes treaties 
® Signs or vetoes laws 


Powers 


@ Makes laws 
® Collects taxes and. 
borrows money 
@ Prints and coins money 
® Provides for and main- 
tains the armed forces 


Powers 


@ Explains the meaning of 
laws 

@ Decides whether laws passed 
by Congress are in keep- 

ing with the Constitution 


Article III 
Judicial Branch 


The Supreme Court and 
other national courts 
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Courtesy Bangor Daily News, ME. 


Voting Powers 


The writers of the 
Constitution also 
checked the power of 

government by setting elections. 


Members of Congress and the 
president are elected for limited 
terms. If the voters want a 
change, they can go to the polls 
and vote officials out of office. 


This mobile is a 
symbol of the balance 


of power. The \ i Amendments to 


government works 


well if the powers are iN the Constitution 
balanced and checked. 


The first 10 amendments are called the 
: Bill of Rights. 
Examples of balance of power: Mahiepeople RneludinsaDhones 
Laws Jefferson, had agreed to support the 
Theatre econ Constitution only if these basic rights 
a lava oer oenee - were added. This was done in 1791. 


law unless the president 
signs it. 


The president can veto 
p the law. Congress can 
fsnid) override the veto by a 
two-thirds vote of both the 
Senate and the House. 

The Supreme Court 
might declare the law 
unconstitutional. 


The First Amendment 
“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the gov- 
ernment for a redress of grievances.” } 


Ist: 
OY 


Freedom of 
religion. 


War Powers 

The president is 
commander in chief of 
the armed forces. 

Congress has the 
power to declare war. 


Appointments 
The president can make 
some important 
appointments. 

The Senate must 
approve the appointments. 


=-- 


Freedom of 


Courtesy Bangor Daily News, ME. 4 the Rhee: assembly. 
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COMMUNION WARE 


The first Communion set was given by the 
widow of Dea. Lt. Peter Thompson from a 
legacy of three pounds that he left after he 
had died from wounds in the French and 
Indian war in Sept. of 1755. The set hada 
platter, two tankards, four cups,a napkin 
and a table cloth. We have two cups left 
from this set. The second set was bought 
in Aug. 1832 consisting of a tankard(pitcher) 
two platters and six cups; complete ina 
wicker basket. Both sets were made of hea- 
vy pewter. Later,several sets of small ind- 
ividual glasses have been used instead. 

Off and on, over the years, a controversy 
would arise about whether or not to use wine 
as the ''blood'' symbol. The practice has 
been to use grape juice. 


A SOUTHERN GENTLEMAN TAKES 
THE HELM- 


Rev. Joseph T. Massey was called to lead 
the flock on July 13, 1834. A graduate of 
Newton Theological Institute. On September 
the 10th he was ordained into the Baptist 
ministry. He was a native of Virginia and 
served locally in two periods, 1834-1840 
and 1847-1878, However he stayed two more 
years in Town, preaching off and on between 
students from Newton who served as inter- 
ims. 

He was so well liked that he held Town 
offices also. Town Treasurer, 1859-1868 
and both clerk and treasurer, 1870-1879. 
His hand writing in clerk books are to be 
envied for its beauty and clarity. He was 
Postmaster, 1837-1839. In 1875 he served 
as a Representative to the General Court. 


him to leave in 15 minutes--~-he "left instan- 
ter''! Imagine the dust he raised on his 
way back to Bellingham ! 


The West Medway church was destroyed in 
the 1938 hurricane. 


We have a large portrait of Rev. Massey that 
the Darling brothers gave to the church after 
his death. 

The two story elementary school in the Center 
that had been built in 1873 was named the 
"Massey School" in 1887 in his honor. 

In May of 1880 he left Bellingham for Charl- 
ottesville, Virginia, to reside in the home of 
his brother, Ex Lieut. Gov. and Rev. John E. 
Massey called ''Ash Lawn''; the former home of 
Pres. James Monroe that had been designed 
and built by Thomas Jefferson. 

He came to visit at the annual Roll Call in 
October 2, 1890 for the last time. Thenona 
cold day in February the 19th of 1891 he 
passed away at "Ash Lawn". On February 
22, 1891 his brother with wife arrived with 
the deceased body for burial in the family 
plot in the Center Cemetery. Thus the 
most beloved and kindly gentleman from the 
South came to rest along with his entire fam- 
ily in this Northern Town of Bellingham. 

He lies among our notables of the church in 
this resting place along with Rev. Noah Alden 
and family, Rev. Joseph M. Rockwood, and 
Rev. Valentine Rathbun. In the Town, but a 
cemetery in the North, lies Rev. Elnathan 
Wight. They remained in Bellingham. 


Rev. Nehemiah Lovell 1840-1847 
In this period between the two terms that 


Rev. Massey served, Rev. Lovell came from 


A Parsonage was built for them on Mendon St.Amherst, Mass. during which a strong ‘Anti- 


Carl Sandburg brought to national attention in 


his Lincoln biography, ''The War Years''a 
story on Rev. Massey that had been featured 
in the Boston Herald when he preached in 
West Medway Baptist Church on April 16, 
1865; the day after Lincoln died. Being a 
Southern gentleman he wanted no part of the 
Civil War. During the service he ''deigned 
not to mention the death of the President" in 
his sermon. This angered the folk who call- 
ed a meeting immediately to censure him 
for this neglect and ordered 


Slavery! resolve was adopted by the church 
in 1843. Rev. Lovell was a personal friend 
of Samuel Woodworth, noted author of the 
song, ''The Old Oaken Bucket". 

A personal copy of this song was written for 
Rev. Lovellby Woodworth. Later this copy 
was deeded to Brown University by the heirs 
from which we received a duplicate of the 
original now in our possession, 


After Rev. Massey left in 1880, students 
from the seminaries in the area served as 


interims. 12 


Rev. James P. Berkeley 1907-1908 


He served as student Pastor, off and on, 


during this period. When he graduated 
he was ordained here in Bellingham on 
September 29, 1908. 

He was born in Salt Lake City, Utah in 
1879. Four years after his birth a Bapt- 
ist church was founded in his home as the 
first church other than that of the Morm- 
on religion to be established in that terr- 
itory. A new law in Utah had permitted 
other faiths to get organized. 

When they had a picnic one day at New- 
ton Theological Institute in Newton he 
was asked to say 'Grace' before the 
meal. With a mischievous smile he said, 
"I thank thee, Lord, for being the first in 
line for the hotdogs.'' He wrote several 
books and was a professor at the Institute 
for most of his life. 

At Christmas time in 1908 he was handed 
a small sum of money withwhich he purc- 
hased an engagement ring for his lovely 
bride-to-be: 

He was the one who alerted us to the fact 
that Rev. Samuel Francis Smith, Author 
of Am2rica, had baptized Joseph Rockw- 
ood of Bellingham as his first candidate. 
September 18, 1971 he crossed the bar 
when he was nearly 93 years old. 

We imagine that he is still up to his old 
humorous tricks and enjoying, 'First in 
line for the hotdogs.' When we were 
‘on' WNRI radio station in Woonsocket, 
they got quite a 'charge' out of telling 
that story in 1971! Can't blame him, he 
too, loved the LADIES.! 

We enjoyed his visits and preaching over 
the years and we look forward again to 
exchange banter of a 'sort'. 


Rev. William W. Wakeman 1911-1916 


We are indebted to this Pastor for his keen 
interest in our history and for efforts to pre- 


serve every facet of it that he could. 


He located most of the early records and had 
a tin box made to hold them for safe keeping. 
Being in one storage container ; he persuade 


the Selectmen to allow storing this box in the 
town hall vault until 1937 when we removed 
it for researching the contents that dated back 
to 1737! He also got the town fathers to 
help him erect a stone monument on High St. 
where the first Baptist church stood. This 
monument is still on the right hand side of 
the street going up the hill from North Main; 
stating that a building had been erected 
there in 1744, about fifty feet south of the 
boulder. 

In our issues for April,'76 & #86 we relate 
the story about his daughter, Virginia, milk- 
ing the family cow before her father arose 

to perform the chore. The resulting 'lack' 
of milk created quite a stir until the 'April 
Fool' joke surfaced when the mischievious 
Virginia confessed to her misdeed! 

The Ladies Aid presented them with a quilt 
containing over six hundred names that we 
called ''The Autograph Quilt''". Before Vir- 
ginia passed away she presented this souve 
nir to us for preservation as well as con- 
firmed the ‘April Fool' story for our enjoy- 
ment. 

Rev. Wakeman did a great deal to help cel- 
ebrate our 175th Anniversary. Pictures 
and a well written story on our celebrat- 
ion appeared in our Baptist magazine. 

Their son, Reginald,edited a small newsp- 
aper and sold it in the center. 

May 19, 1935, news came from Exeter, N.H. 
that he had gone to his reward. Age 75. 

The influence of this man and his devoted 
family will long endure in the treasured 
vault of memory. 


Rev.Adolph Aubert 1917-1919 

He was born in France in 1880 and came to 
this country in 1891. He was converted to 
the Baptist faith in 1903 from Roman Cath- 
olisism and studied for the ministry. 


He was also Pastor, jointly, with the North 
Bellingham Baptist Church. 


He died February 1, 1961 Aged 81. 
He drove a 'tin Lizzie' and we featured him 
in 'Comments! for June '79 and #93 in the 


"Peanuts'' article that made us chuckle a 
bit! They were a fine family & well lov- 
q ed by all. je 


Rev. Emma J.C. Park 1919-1925 served many churches. He enjoyed lectur- 
ing to school children and they, in turn, took 
to liking his genial manner. MHe served as 
2: being the BES as MAA LEM. be ordained Pastor to North Bellingham Baptist also. . 
into the Baptist ministry in Massachusetts te drew many jovial cartoons on little cards 
and was ordained here in Bellingham is to amuse his friends and church members. 
meptember 2s 1919. She had been a miss- ye composed and had printed in the papers, 
ionary to India as a doctor at Ramapatnam. many poems, especially those of a local 


She was a widow when she came here to ‘color’, He, too, had a Model ''T"' and folks 
serve us. During her stay she baptized a 


lady who became our FIRST Deaconess 
ever,that was also a direct descendant of 
our First Deacon, Nicholas Cook:! 
Marching up the aisle to the pulpit she was 
as proud as could be, holding her head 
erect, shoulders squared back and witha 
sprightly step mounted the stairs like a 
‘spring chicken' raring to go! And--- 
away she would preach hell fire and brim- 


Rev. Park had the honor and distinction 


enjoyed his cheery visits. * see #72 C.C. 

On November 16, 1929, after visiting down 
South Bellingham on Cross street he failed 
to pay attention to a train coming and was 
struck and instantly killed. The shock to 
townspeople and church members plus 
school children in Bellingham, Mendon and 
Hopedale was a blow that hurt. 

The school children of these towns presented 
a Memorial Hymn Board to the church in his 
honor. Featured speaker for the occasion 
was another highly respected and loved man, 
Superintendant Carroll H. Drown. 


stone urging us 'sinners' to repent! 
Through her efforts she persuaded Helen 
Hadley to become a missionary. After 


studying a pay. years she was sent to We have been favored by many good and fine 
Managua, Nicaragua. She purchased two men and women to whom we are most grate- 
collection plates of mahogany and sent them ,,) 


to us as a souvenir. We still use them. 


After Rev.Park left us she wrote a biography Rev: Clarence Ev Chamberlains Zoe 
that she. called, “fhe Fool and I’Vand-in 


1962 we were most fortunate to get the He came to serve the Mendon Baptist Church 
Original for our files. in a joint pastorate. 

One interesting episode that she and the He brought many outside speakers to our pul- 
church deacons got involved with was a pit that gave us a broader vision, among them 
lady who wanted to make a 'special' gift was the famous Dr. F. Carlton Booth, noted 

to the church. ‘Anticipation rose to a high baritone singer and choir director, 

peak thinking it might be enough money for He and his lovely wife, Ruth, made our 200th 
a baptistry ! They met with her carrying Anniversary program outstanding. She 

a shoe box! She proposed that a place up researched and wrote a new history book for 
front be reserved for the contents ! Now us. Some 'movies' were also taken during 


they realized that a situation arose where this occasion. <A pageant of past history was 
their hopes and expectations were dashed: presented in the Town Hall. Later a banquet 


In the box she had the ashes of her 'late' was enjoyed. The Pastor and wife from our 
husband who, as far as was known, had mother church in Swansea joined in the cele- 
never been in the church though she wanted bration. Dr. Berkeley came and reviewed 
him to rest in a prominent 'Peace!'! his life here in Bellingham, sparked with 


Rev. Park called this, ''Ashes for a Garlam!'humorous wit. 
The hurricane of Sept. 21, 1938 struck the 
area but the church was fortunate in esca- 
1928-1929 Ping with little damage. However in 1939 on 


She passed away June 16, 1933. 


Rev. William H. Davenport 
June 17th, the steeple was struck by lightn- 
He had been a Doctor of Dental Surgery ing and some damage was done when the 
but he went to Newton Theological Institute bolt entered the building. We were exceed- 
where he received a diploma in Education in ingly fortunate that the building had not been 
1891. He was ordained the same year and destroyed. This alerted us that we hada 14 


poor lightning rod arrangement so a new 
cable was installed with a special grounding 
surface that so far has proved adequate. 
We might mention that on June 16, 1940 we 
had the honor to have the ''Bellingham Navy 
Yard", a Masonic order, as guests! 

In October of 1940 the church was host to 
the Framingham Baptist Association to 
which we belonged since the late 1800's. 
Many distinguished guests were present 

that elated us. 

Mrs. Chamberlain,often, would favor us by 
conducting the morning worship service if 
her husband was sick or away. 

During their stay he was the highest paid so 
far at $12.00 per week ! 


The few of us who are left that remember 
them are eternally grateful for sharing ther 
lives with us in a joyous union and look for- 
ward to that time when we again shall be in 
their company. 


Rev. Mildred B. Palmer 1949-1965 

This was our second woman minister to 
preside in our pastorate and was well kno- 
wn in the Northern part of our Baptist 
field. Full of vim and vigor, busy asa 
bumblebee. Married to Ralph Palmer,a 
minister and also had been a professor at 
Gordon College. 

So many improvements were made to the 
church, such as remodeling the basement, 
a new Hammond Organ was installed, red- 
ecoration of the interior, a new exit door 
was installed on the South side where, at 
present,a special ramp has been added. 
Special blinds were made and donated by 
Clarence Forsberg. The exterior was pai- 
nted and windows were repaired by the 
Ladies Aid. They, alone, have done so 
‘much over the years toward the mainten- 
ance of the church and parsonage that few 


will ever realize the enormity of their dedi- 
cated service and sacrifice. Of special note 
we honor Marion Thayer for her faithful 
service as organist for 35 years prior to the 
arrival of the new organ in 1953. 

Then in 1961 a major project was began; that 
of building a new parsonage on South Main 
street. This was to replace the old parson- 
age on Mendon Street that had been in faith- 
ful use for over 100 years. The new one 


began a service that had been a part of the 
old one as a center of many activities such 
as meetings, socials and friendly gatherings 
to unite the church and members into a 
more closely knit family of believers. 


The Framingham Baptist Association was 
disbanded and a new Central Association was 
created for us to belong to. 

In 1962 another milestone arrived when the 
225th Celebration was promoted and, no dou- 
bt it was the biggest and best Anniversary 
that had ever been engaged in. A huge ban- 
quet with many old timers present and, for 
some, honorary presentations were made. 
Special Sundays were observed with many 
former members present that made reun- 
ions possible to reminesce over happy days. 
It was during this time that Rev. Esther 
Haskard , a graduate of Brown University, 
gave us a copy of the famous poem, ''The 


Old Oaken Bucket"' by Samuel Woodworth 


that he had given to a former Pastor of 
ours, the Rev.Nehemiah Lovell. Rev. 
Haskard was among the many former Past- 
ors and members that were guest preach- 
ers during this busy Anniversary. 

The Palmer's celebrated their 40th wedding 
Anniversary in 1964 to complete a memora- 
ble pastorate that rivalled the one done by 
Rev. Joseph T. Massey in the 1800's. 
Where we had had a part in the founding of 
Brown University in 1764 it was most sig- 
nificant that we also participated in their 
200th celebration with the Palmers and 
some members of the church attending. 
Several radio broadcasts were done over 
station WMRC in Milford. 


During this period a new sidewalk was ins- 
talled, a gift from the Varney Brothers. 

It is impossible to enumerate all that went 
on and all of the people involved where we 
now have used up so much space in our lim- 
ited issue. 


In December of 1965 the Palmer era ended 
when they retired from'active' duty here. 
At the farewell reception held for them a 
sterling silver bowl (Paul Revere type) 
was presented. Tragically this was 
stolen when their home was burglarized in 
1976. Some $6000 worth of things were 
taken. 5 
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One humorous situation occurred when she 
performed a 'home communion service! to 
a shut-in lady. The devil has no respect 
for the solemnity of such a serious occasion 
for, while the eating of the 'bread' went 
smoothly, the ritual of passing the wine cup 
turned queer: The old lady gulped the jui- 
ce down hastily, then smacking her lips, 
remarked, ''Umm that was good, where'd 
you getit ?'' Flustered, the Reverand 
queried a friend who had accompanied her, 
""Now what do we do ?"' Suggestion was to 
recite the Lord's Prayer and let it go at 
that : 

Trials and tribulations of a country parson! 


The following ministers have served after 
Rev. Palmer retired: 


Rev. Godfrey H. Parker, Sept.'66-Nov.'70 
Rev. Rollin G. Karnehm,Aug.'71-Aug.1976 
Rev. John A. Kearns, Oct. 1977-Feb.1981 
Rev. Edward M. Keazirian, May 16, 1982 


We had a float in the 
'76 celebration with a model of the church 
and a small choir singing on the display. 
In the '69 celebration of the Town we hada 
huge display of historical artifacts and rec- 
ords of the church. 


For a time the Sanderson property on South 


Main street became the CLC property. 


The present 250th Anniversary Committee 
will be publishing a more detailed history 

than what we possibly can with our limited 
space. 

And so may the church''be a light unto the 


way'' for a better future. 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 


- IN MEMORIAM- 


1910--1981 


Wentzel 


Walter 


Born August 25, 1910. Died November 17, 
b9Ss We shall never forget his assistame 
with historical items of interest that he had 
experienced while living in Bellingham. 


‘It added much to our paper and a great loss 
‘when he had to pass on. 


He is sadly missed 


Additional donors who have helped to make 
this issue possible with generous contribu- 
tions: 

Frederick/Florence Thibedeau, Proctor 

P. Cooke, Marion Shangraw, Doris Naughton 
Hugh Smith, Leonard/Miriam Rogers, John/ 


Phebe Lundvall, Merrill/Bertha Scott,Grace 


Hackenson, Elwin/Charlotte Coffin, Alice 
Gilbert/Sandra Arp, Glendolene Lee, 
Corona Crooks, Wayne/Richard Chattaway, 
Laura/Margaret Drown, Jennie Kozak, 
Wilbur/Eva Woodman, Mrs.James Longhi, 
Arthur/ Lea Collings, Walter/Edith Sander- 
son, Bruce/Andrea Crossman, Mrs. Charles 
McCain, Mrs. Bernice Bibbins. 


Deceased: Barbara (Smith) Ritz, Elizabeth 


(Thomas) Wright. Mrs. Edward Goddard, 
passed away Apr. 13,1986. 


